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How to Measure a PDF (for free)?



So, in this segment we're going to very quickly show one example of how we can measure distances, areas or perimeters in PDFs for free.  



Now there are a lot of PDF editors out there, and if you're asking when a personal use, I'd recommend. Blue Beam - that's a paid PDF product, but if you don't have access to a premium PDF reader and reviewer, then what I would recommend is this free one, Foxit PDF reader.  



Now I'm going to go into detail about how we do that in Foxit. It's a free download and you can actually measure PDFs in that reader for free. But there are many other examples of readers that you could use. 



If you have a recommendation that's free where you can do these kinds of measurements, that's better than Foxit, I would invite you to leave a comment in the section below this video so that other users can see that too, but the reality is that not all organizations want to dedicate money to PDF readers.  



I can certainly understand that. 



If you're on a budget and you don't have access to getting some kind of premium product where you have more features, you can do this faster. Well, Foxit might be one way that you can save money but still be able to get some basic measurements done.  



So, to get access to this, I would go to search Foxit PDF reader on Google. It usually is one of the first few hits - you can go to download now, and even without creating an account or paying for anything, you can download your version as a free download.  



Once that's downloaded and installed, you have access to the Foxit reader. You can use this program, open a file just like any other.  



As an example, I'm going to pull in a project and navigate to something I want to measure.  



Now what's nice is if you have a graphic scale like we do on this project, you can pull the scale from the graphic scale on the project.  



So, to do that we go to comment – measure – distance - and then to actually calibrate the tool, go to one point, select the calibration, actually click snap to an endpoint - and you can calibrate based on the endpoint only using the graphic scale.  



Now that's going to pull in the scale of the drawing, assuming that our graphic scale is correct and that it's matching what's on the drawings. 



Now, if there's a measurement on the drawings, I like to use that as a check. Otherwise, I might take a sample point, such as a door, see what that distance is and see if that makes sense.  



I can see here that this really shouldn't be a 6-foot door, so something's off with my scale.  



I'll go back to the graphic scale, and I can see that I pulled in an 8-inch scale, when in reality, the drawings are at 1/4-inch scale. So, I'm going to go back to that graphic scale, and I could set the calibration by going to measure - distance, and I can set that calibration again. Or instead, I can just say that 1/4-inch equals 1 foot.  



Now if I take a measurement, I can see that that's approximately correct.  



Now if I want to take a measurement anywhere on the drawings, measuring any two points, anything I need to do - I can select those two points.  



One tip which is common with a lot of PDF programs is if you hold down the shift button you'll get orthogonal measurements – meaning, you'll can get straight up and down, 45 degrees or horizontal, and that's one way to make our measurements a little bit more accurate. So, then I can select the second point, select the third point, and now I can take that measurement. 



If I want to measure an area, I can also do that using this tool. So, I go to comment - measure - area. It should pull that same scale from the drawings that we had before and then I can just select the points that I want - and now I have an area measurement.  



I can color that however I want to. Shade it however I need to. 



Comment as I would need - that's all there.  



The last thing that we can measure is the perimeter, and for perimeter - that can be used for a travel distance, measure around the boundary - whatever we're looking for there.  



We’re also here able to measure linear distances as well.  



Now again this is Foxit reader. This is a free tool. This is just one example of a PDF reader that we can use to make measurements. We don't have to buy the premium options in order to do this.  



SUMMARY



But this is one example of one way that everyone can get access to measuring PDF tools and be able to do that in a reasonable manner.  



Search Google or see the links below to get access to download Foxit PDF reader.  



I hope you have found this tip helpful. 



I’m Joe Meyer, this is MeyerFire University.
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