
Elevator in enclosed,
non-combustible

shaft?
Is elevator 

hydraulic-type?

Yes

Sprinkler Req'd at Bottom of
Hoistway, per NFPA 13 2007-

16 8.15.5.1, 2019 9.3.6.1

No

Sprinkler Not Required at
Bottom of Hoistway, per

NFPA 13 2007-16 8.15.5.2 &
8.15.5.7.1, 2019 9.3.6.2 &

9.3.6.7.1

Yes

No

Hoistway 
Non-Combustible or

Limited-Combustible? Car enclosure
materials meet
requirements of
ASME A17.1?

No

Sprinkler Req'd at Top of
Hoistway, per NFPA 13 2007-

10 8.15.5.4, 2013-16
8.15.5.5, 2019 9.3.6.5

Yes
Sprinkler Not Required at Top

of Hoistway, per NFPA 13
2007-10 8.15.5.5, 2013-16
8.15.5.6 & 8.15.5.7.2, 2019

9.3.6.6 & 9.3.6.7.2

Yes

No

Protection at Pit
(Hoistway Bottom)

Protection at
Top of Hoistway

Combustible
suspension used

(such as noncircular
elastomeric-coated or
polyurethane-coated

steel belts)?

Yes

No

Suspension provide
FT-1 rating or better
under UL 62 and UL

1581?

Sprinkler Req'd at Bottom of
Hoistway, per NFPA 13 2013-
16 8.15.5.7.1, 2019 9.3.6.7.1

Sprinkler Not Required at
Bottom of Hoistway, per

NFPA 13 2007-16 8.15.5.2 &
8.15.5.7.2, 2019 9.3.6.2 &

9.3.6.7.2

Yes

No

Combustible
suspension used

(such as elastomeric-
coated or

polyurethane-coated
steel belts)?*

Yes

No

Suspension provide
FT-1 rating or better
under UL 62 and UL

1581?*

Yes

No
Sprinkler Req'd at Top of

Hoistway, per NFPA 13 2013-
16 8.15.5.7.1, 2019 9.3.6.7.1

Sprinkler Not Required at Top
of Hoistway, per NFPA 13
2007-10 8.15.5.5, 2013-16
8.15.5.6 & 8.15.5.7.1, 2019

9.3.6.6 & 9.3.6.7.1

ELEVATOR SPRINKLER PROTECTION
Is elevator a Fire
Service Access

Elevator?

No

Sprinkler(s) not allowed in
elevator machine rooms,

machinery spaces, control
rooms, control spaces, and
hoistways, per IBC 2009-18

903.3.1.1.1(5), 2012
3007.3.1, 2015-18 3007.2.1

Is elevator an
Occupant Evacuation

Elevator?

Sprinkler(s) not allowed in
machine room, machinery
spaces, control rooms, and

control spaces, or hoistways,
per IBC 2012-18

903.3.1.1.1(6), 2012
3008.3.1, 2015-18 3008.2.1

No

Yes

Yes

START HERE
UNDER IBC 2009-2018 & NFPA 13 2007-2019

*Clarification not in NFPA 13 Editions prior to 2013

This flowchart covers fire sprinkler protection requirements under the International
Building Code (IBC) and NFPA 13. Review for code/standard for detail and commentary.

For more fire protection resources like this, subscribe for free at
www.meyerfire.com/subscribe.
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Space dedicated to
elevator equipment

only?

Sprinkler(s) required in
space, per NFPA 13 2013-16

8.15.5.3, 2019 9.3.6.3

Yes

No

Is elevator traction-
type?

Yes

No
Space does not

qualify for NFPA 13
8.15.5.3(1)

Space protected by
smoke detection or
other automatic fire
detection per NFPA

72?

Yes

No

Space separated
from building in
accordance with

applicable building
code?

Space does not
qualify for NFPA 13

8.15.5.3(2)

Yes

No
Space does not

qualify for NFPA 13
8.15.5.3(3)

Any materials
unrelated to elevator

equipment stored
within space?

No

Yes
Space does not

qualify for NFPA 13
8.15.5.3(4)

Sprinkler(s) allowed to be
omitted from space, per

NFPA 13 2013-16 8.15.5.3,
2019 9.3.6.3

Space does not
qualify for NFPA 13

8.15.5.3(4)

Space does not
qualify for NFPA 13

8.15.5.3(3)

Space does not
qualify for NFPA 13

8.15.5.3(1)

Protection at
Elevator Machine
Room, Machinery

Space, Control
Space, or Hoistway

*Clarification not in NFPA 13 Editions prior to 2013

NFPA 13 2013-2019
Edition?

Yes

No
Sprinkler(s) required in
space, per NFPA 13 (no

excepts exist)


