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Does NFPA 13 Apply?

Does the International
Building or International  

Fire Code Apply?
Yes

No

Check for local amendments
& owner design standards

UNDER IBC/IFC 2000-2021 & NFPA 13 2002-2022 EDITIONS
This flowchart covers fire sprinkler requirements specifically for electrical rooms. 

For more fire protection resources like this, subscribe for free at www.meyerfire.com/subscribe.

Article first posted at www.meyerfire.com | August 2022

FIRE SPRINKLERS FOR ELECTRICAL ROOMS

Generator/transformer room
and separated by walls and

floor/ceiling having at least a
2-hour fire-resistance-rating.

Yes

No

2019-2022 Editions

Yes

Only dry-type or liquid-type
listed K-class fluid electrical

equipment used?1
Yes

No

Room is 2-hour enclosure,
including protection for

penetrations?
Yes

No

Sprinkler protection required
within room. 

(NFPA 13-2022 9.1.1(1),(4))

Is room dedicated to
electrical equipment only?

No

Yes

2002-2016 Editions

No

See the applicable standard
& code Requirements.

SHARED KNOWLEDGE + QUALITY RESOURCES ⇒ BETTER FIRE PROTECTION
SEE MORE AT MEYERFIRE.COM/SUBSCRIBE

Is approved automatic
detection system 

(per 907.2) provided?
Yes

No

Sprinklers not required
within generator/
transformer room. 

(IBC 903.3.1.1.1 Ex. 3)

Is storage permitted in the
room?2 No

Yes

Sprinklers not required within
electrical room. 

(NFPA 13 '19-'22 9.2.6)

Only dry-type electrical
equipment used?1

1 The 2019 Edition of NFPA 13 added listed K-class fluid electrical equipment to acceptable types 
2 The 2019 Edition of NFPA 13 clarified that no storage is permitted in electrical rooms, to address the concern that noncombustible storage in the room could lead to combustibles as well.

Yes

No

Room is 2-hour enclosure,
including protection for

penetrations?
Yes

No

Is room dedicated to
electrical equipment only?

No

Yes Is combustible storage
permitted in the room?2 No

Yes

Sprinklers not required within
electrical room. 

(NFPA 13 '02 8.14.10,  
'07-'10 8.15.10, '13-'16 8.15.11)

Sprinkler protection required
within room. 

(NFPA 13 '02 8.14.10.1,  
'07-'10 8.15.10.1, '13-'16 8.15.11.1)
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